§1757

§1757. Severability

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
bility thereof to any person or circumstances is
held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and
the application of such provision to other per-
sons or circumstances shall not be affected
thereby.

(Pub. L. 97-451, title III, §309, Jan. 12, 1983, 96
Stat. 2462.)

§1758. Use of royalty-in-kind revenue by Min-
erals Management Service

That in fiscal year 2006 and thereafter, the
MMS may under the royalty-in-kind program,
or under its authority to transfer oil to the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, use a portion of
the revenues from royalty-in-kind sales, without
regard to fiscal year limitation, to pay for
transportation to wholesale market centers or
upstream pooling points, to process or otherwise
dispose of royalty production taken in kind, and
to recover MMS transportation costs, salaries,
and other administrative costs directly related
to the royalty-in-kind program.

(Pub. L. 109-54, title I, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 512.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

MMS, referred to in text, means the Minerals Man-
agement Service.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Department of the
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006, and not as part of the Federal Oil
and Gas Royalty Management Act of 1982 which com-
prises this chapter.

SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in the following
prior appropriation acts:

Pub. L. 108-447, div. E, title I, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat.
3053.

Pub. L. 108-108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1255.

Pub. L. 108-7, div. F, title I, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 229.

Pub. L. 107-63, title I, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 428.

Pub. L. 106-291, title I, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 932.
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§1801. Congressional findings and declaration of
purposes

(a) The Congress finds that—

(1) the availability of adequate supplies of
strategic and critical industrial minerals and
materials continues to be essential for na-
tional security, economic well-being, and in-
dustrial production;

(2) the United States is increasingly depend-
ent on foreign sources of materials and vulner-
able to supply interruption in the case of
many of those minerals and materials essen-
tial to the Nation’s defense and economic well-
being;

(3) together with increasing import depend-
ence, the Nation’s industrial base, including
the capacity to process minerals and mate-
rials, is deteriorating—both in terms of facili-
ties and in terms of a trained labor force;

(4) research, development, and technological
innovation, especially related to improved ma-
terials and new processing technologies, are
important factors which affect our long-term
capability for economic competitiveness, as
well as for adjustment to interruptions in sup-
ply of critical minerals and materials;

(5) while other nations have developed and
implemented specific long-term research and
technology programs to develop high-perform-
ance materials, no such policy and program
evolution has occurred in the United States;

(6) establishing critical materials reserves,
by both the public and private sectors and
with proper organization and management,
represents one means of responding to the gen-
uine risks to our economy and national de-
fense from dependency on foreign sources;

(7) there exists no single Federal entity with
the authority and responsibility for estab-
lishing critical materials policy and for co-
ordinating and implementing that policy; and

(8) the importance of materials to national
goals requires an organizational means for es-
tablishing responsibilities for materials pro-
grams and for the coordination, within and at
a suitably high level of the Executive Office of
the President, with other existing policies
within the Federal Government.

(b) It is the purpose of this chapter—

(1) to establish a National Critical Materials
Council under and reporting to the Executive
Office of the President which shall—
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(A) establish responsibilities for and pro-
vide for necessary coordination of critical
materials policies, including all facets of re-
search and technology, among the various
agencies and departments of the Federal
Government, and make recommendations
for the implementation of such policies;

(B) bring to the attention of the President,
the Congress, and the general public such
materials issues and concerns, including re-
search and development, as are deemed crit-
ical to the economic and strategic health of
the Nation; and

(C) ensure adequate and continuing con-
sultation with the private sector concerning
critical materials, materials research and
development, use of materials, Federal ma-
terials policies, and related matters;

(2) to establish a national Federal program
for advanced materials research and tech-
nology, including basic phenomena through
processing and manufacturing technology; and

(3) to stimulate innovation and technology
utilization in basic as well as advanced mate-
rials industries.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §202, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 1249.)
SHORT TITLE
Section 201 of Pub. L. 98-373 provided that: ‘“This title

[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘National
Critical Materials Act of 1984".”

§1802. Establishment of National Critical Mate-
rials Council

There is hereby established a National Critical
Materials Council (hereinafter referred to as the
““Council”) under and reporting to the Executive
Office of the President. The Council shall be
composed of three members who shall be ap-
pointed by the President and who shall serve at
the pleasure of the President. Members so ap-
pointed who are not already Senate-confirmed
officers of the Government shall be appointed by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.
The President shall designate one of the mem-
bers to serve as Chairman. Each member shall
be a person who, as a result of training, experi-
ence, and achievement, is qualified to carry out
the duties and functions of the Council, with
particular emphasis placed on fields relating to
materials policy or materials science and engi-
neering. In addition, at least one of the members
shall have a background in and understanding of
environmentally related issues.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §203, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 1250.)

§1803. Responsibilities and authorities of Coun-
cil

(a) Primary responsibilities of Council

It shall be the primary responsibility of the
Council—

(1) to assist and advise the President in es-
tablishing coherent national materials poli-
cies consistent with other Federal policies,
and making recommendations necessary to
implement such policies;

(2) to assist in establishing responsibilities
for, and to coordinate, Federal materials-re-
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lated policies, programs, and research and
technology activities, as well as recom-
mending to the Office of Management and
Budget budget priorities for materials activi-
ties in each of the Federal departments and
agencies;

(3) to review and appraise the various pro-
grams and activities of the Federal Govern-
ment in accordance with the policy and direc-
tions given in the National Materials and Min-
erals Policy, Research and Development Act of
1980 (30 U.S.C. 1601) [30 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], and
to determine the extent to which such pro-
grams and activities are contributing to the
achievement of such policy and directions;

(4) to monitor and evaluate the critical ma-
terials needs of basic and advanced technology
industries and the Government, including the
critical materials research and development
needs of the private and public sectors;

(5) to advise the President of mineral and
materiall trends, both domestic and foreign,
the implications thereof for the United States
and world economies and the national secu-
rity, and the probable effects of such trends on
domestic industries;

(6) to assess through consultation with the
materials academic community the adequacy
and quality of materials-related educational
institutions and the supply of materials sci-
entists and engineers;

(7T) to make or furnish such studies, analyses,
reports, and recommendations with respect to
matters of materials-related policy and legis-
lation as the President may request;

(8)(A) to prepare a report providing a domes-
tic inventory of critical materials with projec-
tions on the prospective needs of Government
and industry for these materials, including a
long-range assessment, prepared in conjunc-
tion with the Office of Science and Technology
Policy in accordance with the National Mate-
rials and Minerals Policy, Research and Devel-
opment Act of 1980, and in conjunction with
such other Government departments or agen-
cies as may be considered necessary, of the
prospective major critical materials problems
which the United States is likely to confront
in the immediate years ahead and providing
advice as to how these problems may best be
addressed, with the first such report being due
on April 1, 1985, and (B) review and update
such report and assessment as appropriate and
report thereon to the Congress at least bienni-
ally; and

(9) to recommend to the Congress such
changes in current policies, activities, and
regulations of the Federal Government, and
such legislation, as may be considered nec-
essary to carry out the intent of this chapter
and the National Materials and Minerals Pol-
icy, Research and Development Act of 1980.

(b) Specific authorities of Council

In carrying out its responsibilities under this
section the Council shall have the authority—

(1) to establish such special advisory panels

as it considers necessary, with each such panel

consisting of representatives of industry, aca-

180 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘materials’.
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demia, and other members of the private sec-
tor, not to exceed ten members, and being lim-
ited in scope of subject and duration; and

(2) to establish and convene such Federal
interagency committees as it considers nec-
essary in carrying out the intent of this chap-
ter.

(e) Collaboration and cooperation of Council and
Federal agencies with responsibilities re-
lated to materials

In seeking to achieve the goals of this chapter
and related Acts, the Council and other Federal
departments and agencies with responsibilities
or jurisdiction related to materials or materials
policy, including the National Security Council,
the Council on Environmental Quality, the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, and the Office
of Science and Technology Policy, shall work
collaboratively and in close cooperation.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §204, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 1250.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Materials and Minerals Policy, Re-
search and Development Act of 1980, referred to in sub-
sec. (a)(3), (8), and (9), is Pub. L. 96-479, Oct. 21, 1980, 94
Stat. 2305, which is classified generally to chapter 28
(§1601 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 1601 of this title and Tables.

REVIEW OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES IN
SUPERCONDUCTORS

Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5143, Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
1446, provided that:

‘“(a) NATIONAL COMMISSION ON SUPERCONDUCTIVITY.—
The President shall appoint a National Commission on
Superconductivity to review all major policy issues re-
garding United States applications of recent research
advances in superconductors in order to assist the Con-
gress in devising a national strategy, including re-
search and development priorities, the development of
which will assure United States leadership in the devel-
opment and application of superconducting tech-
nologies.

‘“(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The membership of the National
Commission on Superconductivity shall include rep-
resentatives of—

‘(1) the National Critical Materials Council, the
National Academy of Sciences, the National Acad-
emy of Engineering, the National Science Founda-
tion, the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, the Department of Energy, the Department
of Justice, the Department of Commerce (including
the National Institute of Standards and Technology),
the Department of Transportation, the Department
of the Treasury, and the Department of Defense;

‘“(2) organizations whose membership is comprised
of physicists, engineers, chemical scientists, or mate-
rial scientists; and

‘“(3) industries, universities, and national labora-
tories engaged in superconductivity research.

‘‘(c) CHAIRMAN.—A representative of the private sec-
tor shall be designated as chairman of the Commission.

‘‘(d) COORDINATION.—The National Critical Materials
Council shall be the coordinating body of the National
Commission on Superconductivity and shall provide
staff support for the Commission.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Within 6 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act [Aug. 23, 1988], the National
Commission on Superconductivity shall submit a re-
port to the President and the Congress with rec-
ommendations regarding methods of enhancing the re-
search, development, and implementation of improved
superconductor technologies in all major applications.
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‘“(f) SCOPE OF REVIEW.—In preparing the report re-
quired by subsection (e), the Commission shall consider
addressing, but need not limit, its review to—

‘(1) the state of United States competitiveness in
the development of improved superconductors;

‘“(2) methods to improve and coordinate the collec-
tion and dissemination of research data relating to
superconductivity;

‘“(3) methods to improve and coordinate funding of
research and development of improved super-
conductors;

‘“(4) methods to improve and coordinate the devel-
opment of viable commercial and military applica-
tions of improved superconductors;

‘() foreign government activities designed to pro-
mote research, development, and commercial applica-
tion of improved superconductors;

‘(6) the need to provide increased Federal funding
of research and development of improved super-
conductors;

“(7) the impact on the United States national secu-
rity if the United States must rely on foreign pro-
ducers of superconductors;

‘(8) the benefit, if any, of granting private compa-
nies partial exemptions from United States antitrust
laws to allow them to coordinate research, develop-
ment, and products containing improved super-
conductors;

‘(9) options for providing income tax incentives for
encouraging research, development, and production
in the United States of products containing improved
superconductors; and

‘“(10) methods to strengthen domestic patent and
trademark laws to ensure that qualified superconduc-
tivity discoveries receive the fullest protection from
infringement.

““(g) SUNSET.—The Commission shall disband within a
yvear of its establishment. Thereafter the National Crit-
ical Materials Council may review and update the re-
port required by subsection (e) and make further rec-
ommendations as it deems appropriate.”’

§1804. Program and policy for advanced mate-
rials research and technology

(a) Functions of Council

In addition to the responsibilities described in
section 1803 of this title, the Council shall be re-
sponsible for coordination with appropriate
agencies and departments of the Federal Gov-
ernment relative to Federal materials research
and development policies and programs. Such
policies and programs shall be consistent with
the policies and goals described in the National
Materials and Minerals Policy, Research and De-
velopment Act of 1980 [30 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.]. In
carrying out this responsibility the Council
shall—

(1)(A) establish a national Federal program
plan for advanced materials research and de-
velopment, recommend the designation of the
key responsibilities for carrying out such re-
search, and to provide! for coordination of
this plan with the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, the Office of Management and
Budget, and such other Federal offices and
agencies as may be deemed appropriate, and
(B) annually review such plan and report
thereon to the Congress;

(2) review annually the materials research,
development, and technology authorization re-
quests and budgets of all Federal agencies and
departments; and in this activity the Council
shall make recommendations, in cooperation

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘and provide’.
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with the Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy, the Office of Management and Budget, and
all other Federal offices and agencies deemed
appropriate, to ensure close coordination of
the goals and directions of such programs with
the policies determined by the Council; and

(3) assist the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy in the preparation of such long-
range materials assessments and reports as
may be required by the National Materials and
Minerals Policy, Research and Development
Act of 1980, and assist other Federal entities in
the preparation of analyses and reporting re-
lating to critical and advanced materials.

(b) Review by Office of Management and Budget

The Office of Management and Budget, in re-
viewing the materials research, development,
and technology authorization requests of the
various Federal departments and agencies for
any fiscal year, and the recommendations of the
Council, shall consider all of such requests and
recommendations as an integrated, coherent,
multiagency request which shall be reviewed by
the Office of Management and Budget for its ad-
herence to the national Federal materials pro-
gram plan in effect for such fiscal year under
subsection (a) of this section.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §205, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 1251.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Materials and Minerals Policy, Re-
search and Development Act of 1980, referred to in sub-
sec. (a), is Pub. L. 96-479, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305,
which is classified generally to chapter 28 (§1601 et seq.)
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
1601 of this title and Tables.

NATIONAL FEDERAL PROGRAM PLAN FOR ADVANCED
MATERIALS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Pub. L. 100418, title V, §5181, Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
1454, directed National Critical Materials Council to
prepare the national Federal program plan for ad-
vanced materials research and development under 30
U.S.C. 1804(a)(1)(A) and to submit such plan to Congress
not later than 180 days after Aug. 23, 1988.

§1805. Innovation in basic and advanced mate-
rials industries

(a) Centers for Industrial Technology; rec-
ommendations for establishment; activities

(1) In order to promote the use of more cost-
effective, advanced technology and other means
of providing for innovation and increased pro-
ductivity within the basic and advanced mate-
rials industries, the Council shall evaluate and
make recommendations regarding the establish-
ment of Centers for Industrial Technology as
provided in Public Law 96-480 (15 U.S.C. 3705).

(2) The activities of such Centers shall focus
on, but not be limited to, the following generic
materials areas: corrosion; welding and joining
of materials; advanced processing and fabrica-
tion technologies; microfabrication; and frac-
ture and fatigue.

(b) Mechanism for dissemination of data; estab-
lishment; computerization

In order to promote better use and innovation
of materials in design for improved safety or ef-
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ficiency, the Council shall establish in coopera-
tion with the appropriate Federal agencies and
private industry, an effective mechanism for dis-
seminating materials property data in an effi-
cient and timely manner. In carrying out this
responsibility, the Council shall consider, where
appropriate, the establishment of a computer-
ized system taking into account, to the max-
imum extent practicable, existing available re-
sources.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §206, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12562.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Public Law 96-480, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub.
L. 96-480, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2311, known as the Ste-
venson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980,
which is classified generally to chapter 63 (§3701 et seq.)
of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 3701 of Title 15 and Tables.

§1806. Compensation of members and reimburse-
ment

(a) Basic pay for levels II and III of Executive
Schedule

The Chairman of the Council, if not otherwise
a paid officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment, shall be paid at the rate not to exceed
the rate of basic pay provided for level II of the
Executive Schedule. The other members of the
Council, if not otherwise paid officers or em-
ployees of the Federal Government, shall be paid
at a per diem rate comparable to the rate not to
exceed the rate of basic pay provided for level III
of the Executive Schedule.

(b) Reimbursement of travel expenses for attend-
ance at meetings

Subject to existing law and regulations gov-
erning conflicts of interest, the Council may ac-
cept reimbursement from any private nonprofit
organization or from any department, agency,
or instrumentality of the Federal Government,
or from any State or local government, for rea-
sonable travel expenses incurred by any member
or employee of the Council in connection with
such member’s or employee’s attendance at any
conference, seminar, or similar meeting.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §207, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12562.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Levels II and III of the Executive Schedule, referred
to in subsec. (a), are set out in sections 5313 and 5314,
respectively, of Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

§1807. Executive Director
(a) Function, appointment, and compensation

There shall be an Executive Director (herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Director’’), who shall be
chief administrator of the Council. The Director
shall be appointed by the Council full time and
shall be paid at the rate not to exceed the rate
of basic pay provided for level III of the Execu-
tive Schedule.

(b) Personnel and services of experts and con-
sultants; rules and regulations

The Director is authorized—
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(1) to employ such personnel as may be nec-
essary for the Council to carry out its duties
and functions under this chapter, but not to
exceed twelve compensated employees;

(2) to obtain the services of experts and con-
sultants in accordance with the provisions of
section 3109 of title 5; and

(3) to develop, subject to approval by the
Council, rules and regulations necessary to
carry out the purposes of this chapter.

(c) Consultation with other groups; utilization of
public and private services, facilities, and in-
formation

In exercising his responsibilities and duties
under this chapter, the Director—

(1) may consult with representatives of aca-
demia, industry, labor, State and local govern-
ments, and other groups; and

(2) shall utilize to the fullest extent possible
the services, facilities, and information (in-
cluding statistical information) of public and
private agencies, organizations, and individ-
uals.

(d) Utilization of voluntary and uncompensated
labor and services

Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31, the
Council may utilize voluntary and uncompen-
sated labor and services in carrying out its du-
ties and functions.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §208, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 1253.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Level III of the Executive Schedule, referred to in
subsec. (a), is set out in section 5314 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

CODIFICATION

In subsec. (d), ‘‘section 1342 of title 31"’ substituted
for ‘“‘section 367(b) of the Revised Statutes (31 U.S.C.
665(b))”” on authority of Pub. L. 97-258, §4(b), Sept. 13,
1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which enacted
Title 31, Money and Finance.

PERSONNEL MATTERS

Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5182, Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
1454, provided that:

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT TO INCREASE STAFF.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Aug. 23, 1988], the Executive Director of the National
Critical Materials Council shall increase the number of
employees of the Council by the equivalent of 5 full-
time employees over the number of employees of the
Council on the date of the enactment of this Act.

““(b) QUALIFICATIONS OF STAFF.—Not less than the
equivalent of 4 full-time employees appointed pursuant
to subsection (a) shall be permanent professional em-
ployees who have expertise in technical fields that are
relevant to the responsibilities of the National Critical
Materials Council, such as materials science and engi-
neering, environmental matters, minerals and natural
resources, ceramic or composite engineering, metal-
lurgy, and geology.”’

§1808. Responsibilities and duties of Director

In carrying out his functions the Director
shall assist and advise the Council on policies
and programs of the Federal Government affect-
ing critical and advanced materials by—

(1) providing the professional and adminis-
trative staff and support for the Council;

(2) assisting the Federal agencies and de-
partments in appraising the effectiveness of
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existing and proposed facilities, programs,
policies, and activities of the Federal Govern-
ment, including research and development,
which affect critical materials availability
and needs;

(3) cataloging, as fully as possible, research
and development activities of the Govern-
ment, private industry, and public and private
institutions; and

(4) initiating Government and private stud-
ies and analyses, including those to be con-
ducted by or under the auspices of the Council,
designed to advance knowledge of critical or
advanced materials issues and develop alter-
native proposals, including research and devel-
opment, to resolve national critical materials
problems.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §209, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12563.)

§ 1809. General authority of Council

The Council is authorized—

(1) to establish such internal rules and regu-
lations as may be necessary for its operation;

(2) to enter into contracts and acquire mate-
rials and supplies necessary for its operation
to such extent or in such amounts as are pro-
vided for in appropriation Acts;

(3) to publish, consistent with title 44, or ar-
range to publish critical materials informa-
tion that it deems to be useful to the public
and private industry to the extent that such
publication is consistent with the national de-
fense and economic interest;

(4) to utilize such services or personnel as
may be provided to the Council on a non-
reimbursable basis by any agency of the
United States; and

(5) to exercise such authorities as may be
necessary and incidental to carrying out its
responsibilities and duties under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §210, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12563; Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5183, Aug. 23,
1988, 102 Stat. 1454.)

AMENDMENTS

1988—Par. (4). Pub. L. 100418 substituted
reimbursable’ for ‘‘reimbursable’’.

“‘non-

§ 1810. Authorization of appropriations

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out the provisions of this chap-
ter a sum not to exceed $500,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1985, and such sums
as may be necessary thereafter: Provided, That
the authority provided for in this chapter shall
expire on September 30, 1992, unless otherwise
authorized by Congress.

(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §211, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12564; Pub. L. 100-418, title V, §5184, Aug. 23,
1988, 102 Stat. 1454.)

AMENDMENTS
1988—Pub. L. 100418 substituted ‘1992 for “1990"".
§ 1811. “Materials” defined

As used in this chapter, the term ‘‘materials”
has the meaning given it by section 1601(b) of
this title.
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(Pub. L. 98-373, title II, §212, July 31, 1984, 98
Stat. 12564.)

CHAPTER 31—MARINE MINERAL
RESOURCES RESEARCH

Sec.
1901.
1902.
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Research program.
(a) In general.
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ments.
(a) Assistance and coordination.
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(c) Limitations.
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Marine mineral research centers.
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(b) Concentration.
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(d) Center activities.
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(f) Limitations.
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§ 1901. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) The term ‘‘contract’ has the same mean-
ing as ‘‘procurement contract’ in section 6303
of title 31.

(2) The term ‘‘cooperative agreement’ has
the same meaning as in section 6305 of title 31.

(3) The term ‘‘eligible entity’ means—

(A) a research or educational entity char-
tered or incorporated under Federal or State
law;

(B) an individual who is a United States
citizen; or

(C) a State or regional agency.

1903. agree-

1904.

1905.

(4) The term ‘‘grant’’ has the same meaning
as ‘‘grant agreement’ in section 6304 of title
31.

(5) The term ‘‘in-kind contribution’ means a
noncash contribution provided by a non-Fed-
eral entity that directly benefits and is re-
lated to a specific project or program. An in-
kind contribution may include real property,
equipment, supplies, other expendable prop-
erty, goods, and services.

(6) The term ‘‘marine mineral resource”
means—

(A) sand and aggregates;

(B) placers;

(C) phosphates;

(D) manganese nodules;

(E) cobalt crusts;

(F) metal sulfides;

(G) for purposes of this section and sec-
tions 1902 through 1905 of this title only,
methane hydrate; and

(H) other marine resources that are not—

(i) oil and gas;
(ii) fisheries; or
(iii) marine mammals.

(7) The term ‘‘methane hydrate’” means—

(A) a methane clathrate that is in the form
of a methane-water ice-like crystalline ma-
terial and is stable and occurs naturally in
deep-ocean and permafrost areas; and

(B) other natural gas hydrates found in as-
sociation with deep-ocean and permafrost
deposits of methane hydrate.
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(8) The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

(Pub. L. 91-631, title II, §201, as added Pub. L.
104-325, §2(3), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3994; amend-
ed Pub. L. 106-193, §4, May 2, 2000, 114 Stat. 236.)

AMENDMENTS

2000—Par. (6)(G), (H). Pub. L. 106-193, §4(1), added sub-
par. (G) and redesignated former subpar. (G) as (H).

Pars. (7), (8). Pub. L. 106-193, §4(2), (3), added par. (7)
and redesignated former par. (7) as (8).

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 104-325 provided that: ‘“This Act
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Marine
Mineral Resources Research Act of 1996°.”

§ 1902. Research program

(a) In general

The Secretary shall establish and carry out a
program of research on marine mineral re-
sources.

(b) Program goal

The goal of the program shall be to—

(1) promote research, identification, assess-
ment, and exploration of marine mineral re-
sources in an environmentally responsible
manner;

(2) assist in developing domestic tech-
nologies required for efficient and environ-
mentally sound development of marine min-
eral resources;

(3) coordinate and promote the use of tech-
nologies developed with Federal assistance,
and the use of available Federal assets, for re-
search, identification, assessment, explo-
ration, and development of marine mineral re-
sources; and

(4) encourage academia and industry to con-
duct basic and applied research, on a joint
basis, through grants, cooperative agreements,
or contracts with the Federal Government.

(c) Responsibilities of Secretary

In carrying out the program, the Secretary
shall—

(1) promote and coordinate partnerships be-
tween industry, government, and academia to
research, identify, assess, and explore marine
mineral resources in an environmentally
sound manner;

(2) undertake programs to develop the basic
information necessary to the long-term na-
tional interest in marine mineral resources
(including seabed mapping) and to ensure that
data and information are accessible and wide-
ly disseminated as needed and appropriate;

(3) identify, and promote cooperation among
agency programs that are developing, tech-
nologies developed by other Federal programs
that may hold promise for facilitating under-
sea applications related to marine mineral re-
sources, including technologies related to ves-
sels and other platforms, underwater vehicles,
survey and mapping systems, remote power
sources, data collection and transmission sys-
tems, and various seabed research systems;
and

(4) foster communication and coordination
between Federal and State agencies, univer-



